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Dear Faculty,
My name is Deyan, I am currently a second year PhD student at the Institute of Astronomy,
working on theoretical modelling and data analysis for gravitational waves. I am running to be
the Graduate Student Member of the Faculty Board for Physics and Chemistry (also including
the Department of Materials Science & Metallurgy and the Institute of Astronomy). I believe
that I combine the appropriate skills, motivation, and experience to effectively represent the
graduate students’ opinion across all departments in the faculty:
• As a year group representative here at the Institute of Astronomy, I know irst-hand how
important it is to keep all students in the department in the loop – both about changes in
procedural matters (especially linked to preparing and submitting a thesis, and scheduling
the viva), and about further professional opportunities. Everybody is trying tomake the best of
their time at Cambridge, and I aim tomake this as easy as possible for the graduate community.

• As an undergraduate supervisor responsible for a number of students, I have found out how
important it is tomake sure all opinions are taken into accountwhenmaking decisions. The
Faculty of Physics and Chemistry hosts an inspired and hard-working graduate community,
and as a Student Representative, I want to make sure all students’ voices are heard at the
committee meetings – especially when important decisions are made.

• As a former President of the Cambridge Bulgarian Society, I am already experienced in using
departmental events, online platforms, and personal communication to gauge the attitudes
and opinions of a community, and cater for their needs. I want to put this expertise to good
use as a Graduate Student Representative.

• While we enjoy the bene its of large, established departments and access to world-class
academics and resources, we know there is a lot which can be done to update the admin-
istration of graduate students, and make the community feel more homely to everybody in-
volved. I would like to identify speci ic problems, both department-wide or small-scale, and
workwith the Faculty Board to come up with solutions thatmake a difference in the life of
us students.

As graduate students, we are all tasked with advancing our ields of science. This involves col-
laboration and discussion on both scienti ic and administrative level. Hence I believe that amore
involved relationship with the Faculty Board would be of great bene it to our effectiveness as
researchers and our work-life balance. In this regard, I would like to hear from you! Please do
not hesitate to contact me at d.mihaylov@ast.cam.ac.uk, or though other channels.

Kind regards,
Deyan MIHAYLOV


